[Seven cases of tuberculous otitis media].
Tuberculous otitis media (TOM) is a variable and puzzling infectious disease that is sometimes confused with other chronic middle ear diseases. A series of 7 cases (9 ears) of TOM recently treated at Osaka Prefectural Habikino Hospital is reviewed to assess the recent features of the disease. In most cases, the pathogenetic mechanism was probably aspiration of tubercle bacilli through the eustachian tube. In most cases, abundant granulations were observed in the middle and external ears, but multiple perforations of the tympanic membrane were not seen. The manifestations were variable, such as otorrhea from the perforation and otitis media with effusion. In their early stage, most cases of TOMs due to transmission via the eustachian tube are tend to resemble otitis media with effusion. Smear tests, culture, PCR, and histopathological examinations, each of which has advantages and disadvantages, must be repeated to achieve a definitive diagnosis. Tuberculin tests can be unreliable, but a chest x-ray is indispensable whenever TOM is suspected. Antitubercular chemotherapy and 2% kanamycin earwash yielded good results. Since the classical criteria for the diagnosis of TOM are no longer valid, we propose a new criterion for diagnosis in the early stage of the disease.